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Living as a Fine Art. 


A Series of Soul Culture Essays.) 


By II. H. Brown. 


No. 5. 
Trutk cs our thought of God. 


The Truth shall make you free. Paul. 

Thou art the full ocean of knowledge and bliss. Thie Vedas. 

It is the Truth—yes, the Tiıuth—that saves the world. 

Geo. MacDonald. 
Truth is eternal, but her eMuence 
With endless change is fitted to the hour. Lowell. 

Prog read is only the unfolding manifestation of ‘Truth. 
Since Truth is infinite, progress must also be infinite. 
Human progress is in part an instinctive, and in part a 
conscious, manifestation of unfolding Truth through 
man. 

Discovery is man's new perception of what is, Inven- 
tion is man’s conscious application of his perception to 
life. Through discovery and invention civilization is 
possible. Thus it may be said that civilization is fossil 
Trath. Every individuality on the road of evolution 
from amoeba to man, is also fossil truth. And even man 
himself as soon as he stops growing, or better, as soon as 
he stops evolving, also becomes fossil Truth. 

«Fossil Truth’ can be written over every rock and 
strata, over every plant and animal. The ‘‘arrested de- 
velopment” of the scientist is truth stopped on the way. 
A dammed up stream of the infinite. 

“That lichen's crinkled circle 
Creeps with the Life Divine. 
Where the Holy Spirit loitered 
On its way to this face of mine.“ 
And we can write ‘Fossil Truth” over every edifice and 
statue, on every invention and machine, on every creed 
or theory, on every poem or drama, on every completed 
thing. lise Truth is in the soul. It flows through brain 
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and hands and fossilizes as it matertalizes into form. The 
form is fixed, but ‘Truth flows on. It was there. It 
made the form but is not in the form. It is in the soul 
of man and is the soul of aun. It is in the soul of man; 
itis also beyond, above, around, the soul of man. 
Through the human soul it will build vet other and in- 
numerable forms. From within or from bevond,” says 
Emerson, „the light flows through us and makes us know 
that we are nothing, and the Light is all.” 

Dead forms become the foundation for the newer mant- 
festations of truth. The old prepares the way for the 
next step in the line of evolution. 

“The new must e’en supplant the old, 
As Time’s unceasing current flows, 


Only new beauties to unfold 
And brighter glories to disclose,“ 


Man started on his earth-way when the first bit of pro- 
toplasm was formed from chaos, and was well started 
when, from protoplasm the amaba was crystalized for 
all individualization is under one law i. e. that of crysta- 
lization. Man thus early started and is on his way still. 
He is ever coming. Will he ever come? He is now brute- 
man. Will the brute in him be outgrown or become 
subjected to the spiritual man? Will ever the tooth and 
claw of the brute in him give place to Truth and Love as 
we dream of them in the ideal human? Uuhesitatingly I 
answer, Yes. Evolution has not yet finished its work 
through man. Instinctively and unconsciously it is still 
operant in man, and to a greater or less degree each man 
in a conscious factor also in his own evolution. The de- 
grec of this consciousness will continually increase until 
the evolutionary process is entirely under his control, 
then will man be master; will ‘shave dominion over all 
things” and through the application of Truth perceived he 
shall thus, by his conscious and controlled evolution, de- 
stroy the ape and tiger in himself and be Man in the true 
meaning of the word— Man as Spirit; Man as the em- 
bodimentof Truth: Man through whom the current of di- 
vinity has its way; Man who is „a living Soul.” It is 
to help him to the knowledge and the conscious applica- 
tion of it in his own development these exsays are written, 
for they are based on the aftirmation—*“I can be my own 
Destiny! I can be the determining factor in my own evo- 
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lution.” And this is done, only in the faith and by aftir- 
mation of that faith, I can and I will be master!“ 

Thus each dead form everywhere from rock to idea, 
from flower to civilization, from fin to religion, is only 
the grave from whence the angel of the resurection—Evo- 
Jution—beckons forth the next manifestation of Deity. 
And Evolution is in man only the voice of the “I am.’’ 

Nature is all spirit and has only one law, that of Spirit, 
There are no breaks in her line of development, She has 
only one life, one methed. Man and not Nature has di- 
vided her manifestations into the mineral, vegetable and 
animal kingdoms. ‘Therefore these kingdoms are arbi- 
trary and man tinds no satisfactory dividing line between 
them; they constantly overlap and defy separation. 

It is man and not nature that divides rock into groups 
and epochs, and therefore these groups over and inter-lap 
epochs and are constantly dovetailing together. It 
is man, that devides plants into varieties and families, 
and animals into species and genera, and therefore he is 
constantly forced in imagination, to supply the missing 
links,“ which if found would destroy his divisions and 
knowing then no species, he would have only one un- 
broken chain of life in its development from protoplasm 
to man; the begining and end both unknown, and beyond 
the ken of sense. Nature kuows only one manifestation 
of the one life, of which man and love are one, with snake 
and revenge, all manifestations of the One that, or who, 
is Existence, Power, Life, Truth or Love, for while these 
all to us are names for the “Power behind phenomena’’ 
they are names of the Nameless Something, that con- 
sciousness tells us is. 

If biology has anything for the artists of life, it is the 
fact, that in nature there are only successive, gradual and 
orderly modifications from one organization to another, 
from the simplest form of the vegetal to the most com- 
piex of the animal world, from the most crude fear to the 
sublimest system of worship, the most profound philoso- 
phy and most perfect society. The ‘dead past’’ is the 
crysalis of the living present,” as the present will be for 
the promised future. ‘The “I am' ig „moving on the 
face of the water, now as it ever has been. And best 
of all, «The Me” can consciously dir2ct that movement 
Within its own body and thus be Conscious Destiny. 


Still another lesson is there from biology, viz; — All the 
Present sows, in the past; it was present to the ego, that 
was the law, that was the builder, and knew the future 
from the beginning. And the Future is now with us in 
the Ego, that will evolve it from within. All time is 
consciously now to him who knows the law, and in recog- 
nition of the “I am,” decided what it shall be in mani- 
festation, and says ‘Be still and know that lam God.” 

It follows from this, that Truth is God; that it is int- 
nite; that it is a fixed quantity; that it depends upon nel- 
ther time nor space, but that time and space are manifes- 
tations of itself; that it depends not upon human percep- 
tion or manifestation, for Truth says; „Before Abraham 
was, Jam.“ 

As the external world was before the eye and waited 
for it to preceive and report its beauty, so Truth was, and 
waited, and still waits for the soul to consciously perceive 
and reveal it, in thought and conduct. 

Present conception of Truth must be changed. The 
Individual must be subordinate to the whole. We do not 
tind Truth. It finds us. It is Cause; we are effect. 


“We do not take possession of our ideas but are possessed 

by them. 

They master us and force us into the arena, 

Where like gladiators, we must fight for them.”’ 
Ideas are human glimpses of truth. ‘They may be plural, 
but Truth is ever singular. There is One God only and 
It is indivisible. Therefore Truth may be spoken of, 
but never ‘truths.’? With this idea of plurality, must 
go the conception of Truth, as of human creation, or of 
human finding, or possession. It is not “my”? or 
“your” or anybody’s truth. Tt is my or your percep- 
tion of infinity. 

With this freedom from the old, and in the liberty of 
the new conception, will pass away the idea that ‘Truth is 
weak and needs human championship. ruth is mighty 
and will prevail” is the old motto. Truth does not need 
man but man needs Truth. Therefore no one should con- 
tend for Truth; all it needs, and all the truth-lover should 
do, is to proclain it and let it have its way in and through 
him, and like sunlight it will, by its own infinite potency, 
conquer all souls ready for its beams. To contend for 
Truth 1s to become a partizan or a sectarian, each of 
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whom contend not for Truth, but for his own little con- 
ception of Truth, and this very conception because of 
their contention, becomes error. Affirm, assert, suffer 
if necessary, for your right to proclaim your perception 
of Truth or your opinion even, but do not forget that you 
contend for your own personal liberty, and not for Truth. 
To proclaim Truth you must first be free. „God will not 
make himself known to cowards.” He cannot make him- 
self known to slaves. 

Truth like Life then, finds us, makes us, manifests 
through us, ‘trestores us when wandering,” and when it 
has its way through us unhampered and unhindered, man- 
ifests in success, health and happiness. 

This being true, it follows that all statements of truth 
are limited by human weakness, ignorance, partiality, pre- 
judice, in fact by all human limitations. IIuman percep- 
tions are therefore subject to the law of evolution. Only 
the free man can therefore be a truth-teller. All creeds, 
treatises, discussions, Opinions, constitutions, and state- 
ments of theologic, philosophic, or scientific, faith must 
vield to the modification of other minds, just as inventive 
opinions when materialized into inventions have been mo- 
ditied by others. The statement has no life, its life passes 
on to some latent thought and will be reincarnated from 
some more receptive mind. Every statement has power 
of suggestion, and hence the power of literature, and the 
spoken word. 

In the same sense that God ie said to be in spirit, can 
Truth be said to be in book or creed. They are manifes- 
tations of Truth, and are of no value to man, save as he 
shall from them, gather stimulus and knowledge, and in- 
aspiration, to make himself receptive to the same divine 
flow, and be himself a reporter of Truth. Walt Whit- 
man with wonderful insight says; Men shed Bibles as 
trees their leaves. 

Each statement of Truth is therefore only a temporary 
manifestation of the Eternal; to be, like early protop— 
lasm, evolved through many forms, to a perfect manifes- 
tation. When that perfect statement comes, the perfect 
man has come, tor he only can state perfection. 

«Ye therefore shall be perfect as your heavenly father 
is perfect.” Perfect in Spirit and in Truth, but ever nec- 
essarily imperfect in manifestation, or there would be no 
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immortality for men. Truth has through him eternal 
evolution. This is the price of his immortality. 

When once this conception of Truth becomes the con- 
troiling influence in any life, there is no attempt to divide 
that life from the one indivisible life of which it is a 
manifestation. There will then be no longer truths, but 
Truth, as the power of life. No longer any fetters of 
limitation, but liberty, in the thought of oneness with 
infinite Truth. No longer is he man, but lost in, and one 
with, God. 

But let it ever be remembered that while ideas possess 
us, we have the power to say hat ideas possess us. We 
have the mighty power of choice. Thoughts are the 
manifestations of divinity and once possessing us become 
mastere. Human mastery lies in the power to choose. 
We can choose; we can decide to what vibration of Deity 
we shall respond. Upon the choice of the present de- 
pends present joy or woe; and upon the results of pre- 
sent choice incorporated into character depends the fu- 
ture. We can decide. We do decide. But that choice 
is rarely a conscious one. Just to the extent that one 
consciously determines his ideas, to that extent does he 
become master of his life. Choice is destiny. By choice 
we become our own Fate. When we shall consciously 
choose wisely we shall know only Joy and blessedness. 

Here lies the distinction between brute and man. Man 
can choose his destiny, brute cannot. Man may deter- 
mine his career; that of brute is unalterably tixed, Man 
is brute, plus the power of choice. To the extent he ex- 
ercises thie power, is he man; to the extent that he in- 
stinctively drifts with his invironments he is brute. He, 
to a greater or less extent chooses, and is therefore brute- 
man, when the majority of his conduct is self-determined 
he will be man-brute, and when all his conduct is con- 


trolled by conscious choice then will he be—Man. And 
Man is coming! 


(To be continued.) 


Opulence; its Attainment. 


V. Faith and Will. 


Metaphysicians generally are fully aware of the impor- 
tance of Faith, but it is seemingly one of the most difti- 
cult things to cultivate. As it is so important a factor in 
the mastery of poverty that we will discuss it in this 
chapter for the benitit of those who have not read our 
article on faith elsewhere. 

The soul of man is one with the Soul of the Uuiverse. 
It shares with the Oversoul all its attributes of Know- 
ledge and Power. ‘The student is asked to halt here for 
ten minutes and meditate on this stupenduous fact. Let 
him grasp itif he can! 

In urder to develop an independent personality, the 
soul of each man exercises its creative power and creates 
a form in time and space through which it is brought in 
contact with the external world. flere it encounters li- 
mitations of all kinds. It meets with matter of slow 
rates of vibration. It has to use this matter in building 
its physical organism. This latter portion of man comes 
in contact with matter in diverse conditions and it finds 
resistance and limitation. The physical avenues of per- 
ception are developed, and they report these facts. Out 
of these reports there is developed a sense consciousness, 
and what a small, limited consciousness it is! 

As soon as the soul works in the coarser grades of mat- 
ter in which it builds its form, it identifies itself with 
this form. It points to this and that pitiably limited 
sense-consciousness, and says This is I.” It is like 
some mighty giant that sleeps and dreams he is bound 
hand and foot and cannot move, or at best, move very 
little only. I is the dream that binds and limites him. 
Man in his sense-conseiousness is like this giant. He 
sleeps and dreams. In his dream conscionsness he im- 
agines himself weak and limited, and he forgets his real 
Being in God. And yet, the great majority of men cling 
frantically to this sense-consciousness and refuse to let go 
of it, as if it was their all. They persecute those who 
would break that slumberous spell and set them free. 
There have been persons in former ages, and there are 
many to day, who have awakened to a consciousness of 
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their real state of Being which 1 will call Super- Cons- 
ciousness. It is that condition of the soul where it feels 
itself one with the Source of all Power, and where it be- 
comes aware of its real attributes. When it once a- 
wakes and identities itself with its real Being, then it sees 
that the sense man is only u part of itself and not the 
whole. Then it perceives that what we call ordinary 
consciousness is only a condition of somnolence or par- 
tial paralysis. 

And now what is Sub-Consciousness? Sub-consciousness 7 
is that part of the soul in which are stored away the indi- 
vidual as well as the racial memories. It governs the in- 
Voluntary actions and functions of the physical body. 
In it seem to be stored away the experiences of the ani- 
mal man far antecedating those beginning with human 
history. Just how these memories are transmitted to ev- 
ery human soul is an open question still. Some account 
for them through hereditary transmission, and others 
through the theory of re-incarnation. But this is imma— 
terial as far as practical results are concerned. Most all 
scientists, philosophers and metaphysicans recognize their 
existence in man. 

Super-consciousness is above the plane of ordinary con- 
sciousnest, and sub-consciousness is below it. The sou! f 
may temporarily or more permanently identify itself 
with either plane and live on the same. 

The body in its involuntary actions and functions is 
Aominated by the subconscious mind, which means by the 
memories, and habits aquired in the past either by the in- 
dividual or by the race, in the outer world. Since these 
former experiences have been made in the realm of limita- 
tion, the subconscious mind imposes these limitations on 
the involuntary functions and actions of both body and 
brain. Man’s evolutior has been a constant battle with 
these limitations. Through the action of his free will he k 
has constantly changed and modified inherited tendencies 
and added new memories to his stock of unconscious 
memories which have externally made him freer and more 
of a man. 

We have seen that the soul of man shares its attribu- 
tes with God, the Oversoul, but that it forgets its real 
nature through its too close identification with the animal, 
or sense-man, or that part of itself which is limited by its 
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subconscious mind, by environment, by time and space. 
But, to carry our simile regarding our sleeping giant fur- 
ther, suppose someone suggested to him in his sleep that he 
was not bound but free, could get up and walk and use 
his arms; that he could hear, see, smell, taste, and come 
in contact with things more real than those which he sees, 
hears, smells, tasts, and feels in his sleep. If you could 
make him believe this and rouse him from his paralizing 
sleep for atime, could he not do the things that you 
claim he can do? 

It is so with every man. Tell one who is enthralled 
by his sense-consciousness that he can heal his disease, 
that he can overcome poverty, that he can hear and see 
things above the plane on which he lives, or hear and see 
things on this earth a thousand miles away, and his limi- 
ted sense-consciousness will at once say ‘No.’ The phy- 
sical senses have never reported such a case, and therefore 
he doubts even the possibility. But you hypnotize him, 
that is, you put his sense-consciousness to sleep for the 
time being, and you may be able to make him do those 
things. 

You tell a drunkard that you can cure him of his habit 
and he may doubt your words. IIe has perhaps tried re- 
peatedly to conquer the habit and failed, so the sense-con- 
sciousness has recorded these failures and it now says 
through the man ‘I don’t believe it.” But you take this 
man and hypnotise him a sufficient number of times, and 
you suggest to his soul that it is powerful and can rule 
the animal or sense man, and his appetite. In this way 
you will appeal to his inner and real sense of power and 
you induce his soul to exercise her power. You will cul- 
tivate a subconscious belief in him which will reach into 
and dominate his ordinary sense-consciousness when the 
man is awake. 

You suggest to the sick man under hypnotic influence 
that in his soul, or real being he has power to restore or- 
der and harmony in his physical system, that the soul 
that built the temple may repair it, and you appeal direct- 
ly to its latent restorative powers and stir them into life 
and activity. The mental heater does the same thing in 
a different way. Ile either appeals to the soul direct by 
way of telepathic thought transference, or he teaches the 
patient the truth about his real being and powers. If he 
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can overcome the belief of the sense-consciousness in his 
limitations and lift his patient on a higher plane of 
thought and belief, he will appeal to the seat of power in 
him and it will respond by sending its life-giving cur- 
rents into the physical organism. Its helth-giving activi- 
ty had been paralyzed by the patient’s belief in his limi- 
tationes. 

The soulis like a wonderful reservoir full of life, 
power, goodness and strength. But these powers are 
locked up until we dig channels for the outflow of its la- 
tent forces. Or, we may liken it to some powerful dyn- 
amo in which mighty forces are stored up. These forces, 
however, may remain locked up forever, unlees we attach 
wires to the dynamo, along which they may flow 
outward. Faith and belief are the channels which open 
up that vast storehouse of power. But faith and belief 
cannot exist without the things in whieh we have faith. 
These things are represented to us by ideas and sugges- 
tions. If therefore we can create faith sufficient in our 
own powers, or those of another, we make a demand on 
those powers and they will respond with a sure reply. 
Ife who studies man is astounded by his stupenduous pos- 
sibilities, of which, alas, the great majority are entirely 
ignorant. They live in the sense-consciousness, and the 
senses report nothing but limitations. All the socalled 
miracles which have been wraught by different indivi- 
duals can be duplicated or reproduced by the humblest 
child of God ‘if it hath faith.” But the faith that is 
needed is that living, ever conscious faith that permeats 
the whole being. Very few people possess that high de- 
gree of faith which is needed to call to life and action the 
transcendent powers of the soul. 

The soul has the power to attract to its physical coun- 
terpart all the external means which it needs in its work 
and mission on earth, such as the necessaries of life, mon- 
ey, comforts, books, works of art, ete. It must first re- 
cognize its need of these things on theexternal plane and 
then it must have faith in its power to bring them. Love 
has ever provided for all of man’s needs, but man must 
put himself in the right relationship, or in the proper at- 
ritude to the things or conditions which he desires. This 
he does through faith. Through faith he sets up the pro- 
per vibrations, or throws out magnetic rays of wonderful 
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power and potency which will establish that mysterious 
attraction which brings the coveted things and conditions 
to him, or him to them. 

I have proved this abundantly to my own satisfaction 
within the last three vears, and anyone else can do the 
same who renders obedience to the conditions. In the 
first years when I experimented along these lines, I met 
with varying degrees of success. Whenever I went 
through periods of depressed mental and physical vitality, 
and I allowed the oid sense of limitation to rule me, I ex- 
perienced a perceptible falling off in my financial returns. 
But whenever I passed through periods of increased hope 
and vigor, there followed always amore abundant inflow 
of dollars and cents. When this had become an estab- 
lished fact through repeated observations, 1 had learned 
my lesson. 

Helen Wilmans referred some years ago to a gentleman 
who had almost every wish gratitied, although he had no 
business. Ile neither worked nor spun. If he wished 
money for a horse and carriage, for a house or anything 
else, it was sure to come from some quarter. When I 
read the article in question, my first thought was like 
many another person’s who reads this: ‘Incredible!’ But 
now I have come to believe in the possibility of such a 
thing. Although the gentleman in question does not la- 
bor as you and I do, I believe that if he can demonstrate 
the power of mind over matter and material conditions, 
he has returned to the world an adequate equivalent for 
all that he receives from it. 

Some years ago a gentleman who was in destitute cir- 
cumstances walked the streets of London one damp chilly 
evening. Ile was on his way home when he was accosted 
by a child who begged him for food and shelter. Its on- 
ly relative had died in poverty and squalor that day. 
The gentleman himself was the father of a number of 
children and he did not know where the next morning’s 
meal should come from. Ilis first impulse was to take 
the child to some orphanage. Then like an inspiration 
it came to him that, if God was a father of mercy he 
would enable him to provide for one more in his family. 
Here was an opportunity to test the power of faith. He 
took the child home and kept her. The same evening 
some unknown friend sent a bundle of provisions, and the 
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gentleman found himself after some time as able to sup- 
port his increased household as he had been able to sup- 
port the original number. When the next opportunity 
presented itself, he took another orphan into his family, 
and after a time still another one. Soon his benevolent 
character became known and money and supplies were 
sent to him from all directions. Ile now runs orphan as- 
ylums and cares for over 3000 children, although he never 
asked a cent of any one. Wonderful! isn’t it? Behold 
the power of faith! Jesus preached this kind of faith, the 
faith in the power of the soul through its oneness with 
God, the source of all power, to accomplish all need- 
ed things. Seek ye ¿his kingdom, seek to understand and 
believe in your own Self, and “all else shall be added un- 
to you.“ Behold the lilies of the field. They neither 
work nor spin, and yet Salomon in all his glory was not 
clothed like one of these. Oh, fora living, a saving 
faith, such as the Divine Man possessed, and such as he 
preached to his followers! «If ye had faith like a grain 
of mustard seed! What wonders could ye not do! Pover- 
ty, among other limitations would become a thing of the 
past. 

Let everyone seek to develop this faith. Let us believe 
that omnipresent Love wants to give us all we need. Our 
little faith, our sense of limitation, drives or keeps the 
needed things away from us. Demand that what you 
desire shall come to you. ‘Pray knowing that ye re- 
ceive.’ 


(To be continued) 


The Powers of the Soul. 
By W. J. Colville. 


IV. Meditation, 


Among the helps to spiritual unfoldment most promi- 
nently brought before the attention of the world by East- 
ern and Western philosophers no question has received 
more attention than that of Meditation, which, though 
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closely allied to concentration is by no means identical 
with it. Concentration of thought upon a chosen ideal 
object serves and suffices to rivet attention thereon, there- 
by successfully preventing distraction of attention. Me- 
ditation follows immediately upon concentration as the 
next great step in a continuous chain of logical develop- 
ment. Having selected an ideal and determinately con- 
centrated thought at a given point, the mind must be al- 
lowed to act without restraint. ln the Psalms we often 
read about meditating upon the Law and finding great 
pleasure therein. The psalmist evidently was well famil- 
lar with the prophetic method of allowing a word or sen- 
tence to act as a suggestive aid to the natural formation 
of a homily, so that the exposition of the text would be 
vital, original, inspirational, instead of dry, scholastic and 
conventional. Memory is both a help and a hindrance to 
meditation according to whether we use it or permit it to 
use us. Memory is a repository in which is treasured up 
all the impressions we have received during our present 
existence, and probably its archives contain also the re- 
cords of a pre-existent state. However valuable memory 
may be it serves for retrospect,’ but not for prospect. 
Out of its abundant stores it may furnish us much val- 
uable history, but it is lacking both in the elements of 
prophecy and in ability to supply us with daily bread for 
daily need, at least, if it be admitted that we are some- 
times the recipients of fresh experiences which have had 
no exact parallels in our past career. 

Meditation does indeed open up the treasure house of 
memory to the extent of acquainting us to a wonderful 
extent with our faithfully recorded history, but more 
than biography can furnish is supplied to the waiting 
heart and intellect through the royal gateway of right me- 
ditation, which is one of the eight necessities according 
to the Buddhist creed, if we would tread the mystic eight- 
fold path. The monotonous repetition of a word is some- 
times a legitimate preface or introduction to meditation, 
but stereotyped utterance and pattern formulas are only 
on the threshold; they may be in the pronas, but they are 
surely never ın the adytum of the temple, the holy in- 
ward place. The mystic syllable 1M or OM is used 
by all the mystics of the East as a talisman and as a 
powerful aid to interior development, but spiritual en- 
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lightenment cannot be secured by merely repeating the 
venerated word. ‘The true, living Master's Word must be 
a vital, vitalizing breath, impossible to all until they have 
reached a plane of interior consciousness where, free from 
all material distractions the intellect bends obediently to 
catch the voice of the indwelling soul, and listens only to 
implicitely obey. The story of the prophet Elijah is 
highly significant of the carreer of an Adept, one who has 
passed through various stages of initiation, encountering 
in turn the various elements and all the elemental forces at 
work in the production of earthquake and tempest and the 
appearance of fire, until at length the still smail voice 
is heard, and the Lord is present in the voice, though not 
present in any of the elemental heralds. 

We have to encounter all the elements within our- 
selves; Earth, Water, Air, and Fire, must be successive- 
ly encountered. Then, when victory over all has been 
fully gained, the inward voice is heard clearly speaking, 
the at-one-ment between the higher and the lower has 
been accomplished, and the neophyte is now a hiero- 
phant. Initiation is always a gradual process, and al- 
though a new conceptiou may take place suddenly, a ges- 
tative period always ensues to ultimately result in a new 
birth or complete regeneration. When so honest a man 
as Emerson recommends to his readers to assume“ vir- 
tues, it would be a libel on the philosopher ot Concord to 
accuse him of having counseled hypocrisy which is an im- 
morality To the philosophic mind the case is clear that 
the surest way to attain unto perfection o1, at least to 
competency in any direction, 18 to steadily contemplate 
the wished for goal. Among the strongest of Emerson’s 
sayings ix the marvelous epigram 1, the imperfect, a- 
dore my own perfect,” a sentence involving a tremendous 
paradox but no contradiction, though surface readers 
must ever fail to see its consistency. Such enigmas 
stimulate enquiry, stir thought to its central depths and 
for that reason they furnish excellent examples of the sort 
of phrases most profitable for the purpose of salutary me- 
ditation. If you feel that you do not fully comprehend 
a chosen sentence. repeat it over and over, letting its 
meaning open out to you as it assuredly will in a manner 
resembling the unfolding petals of a flower. A word or 
sentence should be dealt with tenderly, caressingly, as 
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people speak of rolling a sweet morsel under the tongue. 

Honey is aterm often employed in Oriental poetry to 

characterize the inward sweetness of a spiritual precept, 

and sometimes the word is spoken of as being bitter to 

i the first taste, though after it has been digested in the in- 
ward parts its deliciousness is beyond description. Great 

words are like great pictures which at tiret produce but 

the faintest idea of the magnificence and wealth of beauty 

. they actually embody, but which gradually reveal their 
containment to whoever with artistic eve gazes steadfast- 
ly upon or rather into them. <A great word, such as 
Beauty, Strength, Trinity, Faith, Hope, Love, or any o- 
ther you may choose to select as a guide to meditation 
will open itself out to you and reveal a fullness of mean- 
ing which you never previously imagined it could con- 
tain. There is nothing much less edifying than a per- 
functory, parrotlike reiteration of syllables in a monoto- 
nous singing manner merely for the sake of obeying the 
hard and fast rules of a cut and dried mechanical exercise 
but there is infinite helpfullness in the good custom ad- 
opted by true seers and prophets every where,—and by all 
who wish to beceme such—of allowing a word, sentence, 
or object to open up its inward grace to the ear of the si- 
lent listener, and the eye of the quiet beholder. A good 
direction has sometimes been given in the following 
words: Jmagine yourself a spectator without a spectacle 
wating the appearance of a spectacle. It is not difficult 
in this connexion to employ the familiar illustration of 
an attendant upon a theatricai or stereopticon exhibition 
seated in the theatre awaiting the rising of the curtain, 
or the appearance of the first picture to appear upon the 
screen now blankly stretched accross the stage. Of 
- course if vou are meditatively inclined and a single word 
, meets your eye, you are naturally inclined in the absence 
of any other point of interest to hold your gaze and with 
š it your thought uninteruptedly till the thoughts suggest- 
| ed by ıt and through it chase away the mere external ob- 
ject which formerly was all you had to behold. Words 

are—as Mrs. Gestefeld has truly said in one of her ad- 

mirable books—storage batteries which contain impris- 

oned energy which can be released unto us. The conven- 

tional interpretations given to words by those who never 

enquire more deeply than their smallest dictionary mean- 
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ings, are by no means such wide detinitions as the accept- 
ed canons of precise etymology allow, and when we add 
to mere derivation all the wealth of significance which 
original intent, history and tradition have unitedly be- 
stowed, we do indeed feel when we stand before a word 
that it is a mighty storehouse filled with almost incal- 
culable treasur2. Henry Wood's Ideal Suggestions” 
are having a very wide circulation in homes, schools, a- 
sylums, hospitals, and institutions of all varieties, and 
though they challenge a good many popular ideas, and do 
rot exactly conform with the entire belief of any special 
school of metaphysicians or others, they are on the whole 
well calculated to afford food for really profitable medi- 
tation. Let us take two of them as examples. We sc- 
lect at random from the collection of between twenty and 
thirty. “aum hurt of u great achole,” and ‘pain is 
Friendly.“ The first of the two is purely philosophic and 
opens up an immense field for enquiry and speculation 
super-added. At first the meaning may be somewhat 
vague, but obscurity or uncertainty quickly vanishes if 
we do but let ourselves go ont upon the current of the 
mental stream and float or drift whither soever it will na- 
turally lead us. The primal suggestion is certainly that 
of harmony, solidarity, co-operativness, and much else 
that we all need to feel far more intensely than we usu- 
ally do. Meditation on the words uttered and repeated 
just as manny times as you may feel it desirable to re- 
peat them (but no oftener) will soon suggest some such 
thought as, What am I? then, What relation do I bear to 
that whole of which I ama part? What is the whole? 
will be another question sure to present itself. Quest- 
iong, you may say, for easier asked than answered. 
Quite true; but the very object of an exercise such as me- 
ditation is to draw answers to our own questions out of 
that measureless unseen universe of knowledge which can 
be tapped by all who are brave and industrious enough to 
let themselves go out into the universal and receive there- 
from whatever special message it may hold for each indi- 
vidually as well as for all collectively. 

The second of the sentences though of a different gen- 
eral character will often prove quite as helpful as the o- 
ther, and in times of suffering and distress it is likely to 
prove of extreme and lasting benefit. Wise intellects ne- 
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ver seek to beg questions or ignore facts. Facing music 
bravely is a good, sound expression, but when we are 
called upon to face difficulties we are utterly in the wrong 
if we permit ourselves to think that difficulties are to 
master us when it is we who are to master them. Pain is 
an effect, not a cause. From ignorance or mistake it 
springs and instead of being hostile in itself it is a bene- 
factor, for without it we should not learn wisdom. To 
fight against results while remaining ignorant of causes is 
to perform a madman’s act, yet that very course is the one 
pursued by all who wish to banish consequences which 
they foolishly regard as evil instead of getting back of 
effects to causes and triumphing, as whoever will can, o- 
ver the errors of the hidden etate which manifest in un- 
toward symtoms. 

Pain is friendly for two reasons: first because it warns 
of danger and calls upon us to discover and stop a leak or 
attend to a neglected duty. Second, because it frequent- 
ly accompanies a work of reparation and is the sign that 
the workman within the structure is engaged in repairing 
breaches and making sound the injured edifice. 

As you permit yourselves to follow out in yourown re- 
spective ways the suggestions which come to you while 
you are engaged in profitable meditation, you will soon 
discover that there is vastly more of the prophetic in- 
stinct in us all than we have usually believed. Let 
your light shine is a very suggestive saying, for it sim- 
ply conveys the fundamentally important idea that we 
must give the light that is in us treedom to shine forth 
without struggle and without repression, and remember 
further that it is your light and not some one else's that 
you are to let shine out. People hamper and hinder 
their development griviously by their stupid endeavors 
to imitate or copy others, or in some way conform to a 
uniform standard of belief and practice. Unitormity 18 
death for it is stultification of individual possibility, and 
Without individuality it is impossible for any one to be 
healthy, or happy, or in anv ordinary degree really suc- 
cesaful, to say nothing of becoming truly great. 

Topics for meditation are numberless, they will sug- 
gest themselves to you at every turn, but whatever you 
do, dear students, let us implore you never to permit 
yourselves to be cramped or fettered by the thus saith” 


18 


of any school or teacher. All teachers and teachings can 
be helpful if you keep an open mind and remain ready to 
accept truth wherever you may find any, but there are no 
exclusive custodians of truth on earth and as every soul 
is here to fulfill a distinctive mission in expression, no 
two can have exactly the same expression, or gain pre- 
cisely the same degree of truth. As I must do my work 
and you yours, my meditation must show me my way, 
and your meditation must show you yours. If we are a- 
like sincere and open-hearted as well as open-minded, we 
shall both receive enlightenment, but in some special way 
your aspect of guidance must differ from mine and mine 
from yours. Agreeing to differ but never disagreeing, we 
can walk our distinctive paths, you honoring me and | 
honoring you. Then, when at length we are both far 
more enlightened than to day, we shall see where our re- 
kpective truths converge and melt into the larger ray of 
which our side-lights were useful, but very moderate 
fractions. 


Our Angel in Heaven, 


or 
Love the Greatest of All. 
By P. Braun, Ph. D. 


(The opening chapters of this story appeared in the Dec. num- 
ber. It is intended to show the application of occult principles 
in the every day life, in the overcoming of discord, disease, moral 
weakness and poverty, in a manner comprehensible by the ordi- 
nary reader. All those who begin their subscriptions with the 
January number will receive the first chapters free of charge.) 


Chapter 1X. 


A little over two years have passed since Fritz, Arda 
and baby Albert set foot on American soil. A different 
life had opened to them from the moment they did so. 
Fritz had for various reasons dropped all the insignia of 
his rank and shortened his name to Friedrich Stein. His 
uncle’s letters of introduction had paved the way for him 
in the new country. He had been engaged as organist at 
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bishop R.. s cathedral in one of the great American cities. 
The bishop was aGerman, and the congregation which 
was in charge of the priests belonging to the cathedral 
was mostly German. 

Fritz bad become very popular among bis fellow men. 
Although he kept his past history from the knowledge of 
even his more intimate friends, it was whispered about 
tbat he belonged to the German aristocracy, that his fa- 
ther had disinherited him because of his democratic sen- 
timents, etc. These rumors, and also his genial manners 
had made him a great favorite with the people. 

Fritz had become the leader of the Arion singing soci- 
ety. This was the leading singing society in the city 
and somewhat exclusive. It was supported by the weal- 
thy Germans and counted among its members the best 
German talent. This society had built for itself a ma- 
gnificent hall, known popularly as „Germania IIall,“ 
which served as a concert hall and a meating place for 
the members. The immense concert room was one of 
the largest in the city and its acoustic wae pronounced the 
best. The society took great pride in its productions of 
the German Oratorios and the lighter class of operas. 
Under the direction of Fritz ıt had experienced a won- 
derful growth. It had acquired a point of perfection of 
rendition and performance never reached under any of its 
preceeding directors. lt attracted universal attention 
with its matchless productions, and the receipts from the 
sale of tickets were a source of satisfaction to its officers 
and members, as well as a cause of envy of other institu- 
tions for popular amusement. 

Fritz had worked very industriously at the composi- 
tion of his opera and now it was finished. It was to be 
the first to be produced the coming season. The society 
had grown more enthusiastic over the work as they pro- 
ceeded in the practice. All who had the privilege of 
hearing any of the parts during the rehearsals bespoke 
great success for it, and now the evening for its produc- 
tion had arrived. The great hall was rapidly filling and 
eager faces were awaiting the rise of the curtain. At 
last all the seats were filled and newcomers had to stand. 
The orchestra had assembled and its members wers busy 
tuning their instruments or hastily running over some of 
the more difficuit passages of their parts, untill all was 
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of any school or teacher. All teachers and teachings can 
be helpful if you keep an open mind and remain ready to 
accept truth wherever you may find any, but there are no 
exclusive custodians of truth on earth and as every soul 
is here to fulfill a distinctive mission in expression, no 
two can have exactly the same expression, or gain pre- 
cisely the same degree of truth. As I must do my work 
and you yours, my meditation must show me my way, 
and your meditation must show you yours. If we are a- 
like sincere and open-bearted as well as open-minded, we 
shall both receive enlightenment, but in some special way 
your aspect of guidance must differ from mine and mine 
from yours. Agreeing to differ but never disagreeing, we 
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and baby Albert set foot on American soil. A different 
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in the new country. Ife had been engaged as organist at 
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bishop R..s cathedral in one of the great American cities. 
The bishop was aGerman, and the congregation which 
was in charge of the priests belonging to the cathedral 
was mostly German. 

Fritz bad become very popular among his fellow men. 
Although he kept his past history from the knowledge of 
even his more intimate friends, it was whispered about 
that he belonged to the German aristocracy, that his fa- 
ther had disinherited him because of his democratic sen- 
timents, etc. These rumors, and also his genial manners 
had made him a great favorite with the people. 

Fritz had become the leader of the Arion singing soci- 
ety. This was the leading singing society in the city 
and somewhat exclusive. It was supported by the weal- 
thy Germans and counted among its members the best 
German talent. This society had built for itself a ma- 
gnificent hall, known popularly as “Germania Hall,” 
which served as a concert hall and a meating place for 
the members. ‘The immense concert room was one of 
the largest in the city and its acoustic wae pronounced the 
best. The society took great pride in its productions of 
the German Oratorios and the lighter class of operas. 
Under the direction of Fritz ıt had experienced a won- 
derful growth. It had acquired a point of perfection of 
rendition and performance never reached under any of its 
preceeding directors. It attracted universal attention 
with its matchless productions, and the receipts from the 
sale of tickets were a source of satisfaction to its officers 
and members, as well as a cause of envy of other institu- 
tions for popular amusement. 

Fritz had worked very industriously at the composi- 
tion of his opera and now it was finished. It was to be 
the first to be produced the coming season. The society 
had grown more enthusiastic over the work as they pro- 
ceeded in the practice. All who had the privilege of 
hearing any of the parts during the rehearsals bespoke 
great success for it, and now the evening for its produc- 
tion had arrived. The great hall was rapidly filling and 
eager faces were awaiting the rise of the curtain. At 
last all the seats were filled and newcomers had to stand. 
The orchestra had assembled and its members wers busy 
tuning their instruments or hastily running over some of 
tbe more difficuit passages of their parts, untill all was 
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one confused mass of sound, chaotic and inharmonious. 

At last the director steps up to his stand and raises his 
baton. Silence follows immediately, and ail instruments 
are brought to their proper positions. The stillness that 
reigns for one brief moment is in marked contrast to the 
previous orchestral hubbub, Then an electrifying crash 
follows, another on, and still another one, and after that 
there ensues a wonderful harmonic jubilee. Gladsome 
melodies played on various instruments are playfully 
chasing each other. ‘The violins are laughing, caroling 
aud gamboling, the flutes and piccolos are imitating the 
birds’ joyous thrills, the oboes and clarinettes imitate the 
murmuring of the brooks. Ever and anon there is mys- 
terious whispering and rustling. Now the notes of the 
french horn come to the ears of the entranced multitude 
sounding a hunters signal which is re-echoed again 
and again. It grows louder and louder and the wild tu- 
mult of the instruments portrays the excitement of the 
chase. Then there is a boom, followed by an abrupt 
stillness, broken only by the trombones and bassons 
which imitate sounds of agony, like those coming from 
a wounded animal. These are presently drowned out by 
the loud hurrahs of trumpets, french horns, tenor horns 
and others. Then the whole orchestra joins in one trium- 
phant chorus, which after a little grows fainter and fain- 
ter untill it almost dies away. And now the character 
of the music changes. All is tranquility and peace. A- 
gain the soft whispering of the trees and the murmuring 
of brooks suggestive of a quiet moonlight scene. Now 
some carressing notes gain prominence. They are played 
on the viola and they have in them the soft richness of 
a woman's voice. The cello replies in an ardent tenor. 
There is questioning and answering, which ends in two 
jubilant notes which almost sound as if they come from 
loving hearts which have sought and found each other at 
last. 

But what is this? Is it the rumbling of distant thunder 
or 18 it a muttering of envious fate? One can hardly tell. 
Nearer and nearer it comes and now all is mournful and 
plaintive. There is strife and contention, and the wail- 
ings of agony suggestive of the heart longing of lovers 
which a cruel fate has parted. 

But soon there is a change, and the sounds form into a 
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great hymn of triumph and thanks-giving. True love has 
conquered at last over all obstacles and ennemies. The 
wedding bells are ringing and a wedding march is 
played which again melts into solemn, measured orches— 
tral tones in imitation of that empress of instruments, the 
pipe organ. The subdued gladness of these strains is in- 
describable, and when the overture is ended there is a 
prolonged and deafening applaus, which seems as if it 
would never end. A feeling comes over Fritz which he 
he has never experienced before. For a moment he loos- 
es his selfpossession and the bows he returns to the public 
appear hasty and flurrid. And yet there is a look of tri- 
umph in his dark, sparkling eyes. He feels that all this 
applaus is personal, for himself alone, and he is lifted up, 
almost intoxicated. Then there is a sharp pain. She, 
for whose fitting introduction he originally composed 
this ouverture is not present. Baby Albert is sick, and 
Arda has been kept at home. Ile had expressed his re- 
gret before he left her, and she had said Never mind, 
dear Fritz, T will hear it later.“ But he was not entirely 
satisfied. He felt her regret, which was not due altoge- 
ther to her inability to listen to the first production ot his 
opera. 

During the short pause that follows there is some has- 
ty tuning of the string instruments. he people ex- 
change their views in regard to the ouverture, mostly in 
flattering terms. This introduction has raised expectan- 
cy to the highest pitch. ‘Two men leaning against a pil- 
lar supporting the gallery were engaged in a lively criti- 
cism. They were evidently musicians. ‘The younger 
man sald: «What a splendid tone-picture. All is life, 
motion, sparkle, and glow. IIe has coudensed the whole 
sentiment of the opera in the ouverture.” 

„Ves, replied the elder man, „the sparkle and joy- 
ousness of youth pervades the whole, but his attempts at 
seriousness are evident failures. Ile is too young yet to 
be very serious; he has not gone through the tragic part 
of life. Ile promises well, however, and a 

His further remarks are cut off by the orchestra which 
has begun again. ‘The curtain rises and the tirst act be- 
gins. It is nearly as great a success as the ouverture, al- 
though Fritz called it the weakest part of the whole. 

The curtain now rises on the second act. Everything 
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has proceeded smoothly and without break of any kind. 
Fritz conducts both orchestra and singers with marvel- 
lous skill. Like the wand of a magician, his dexterously 
handled baton seemes to draw into action this one and 
that one, then whole portions, and again the whole. The 
orchestral coloring is often quite novel and original, be- 
traying the genius of the composer no less than does the 
general character of the music. 

One of the dramatic scenes of the second act now o- 
pens. The falsely accused lover pleads with his judges 
and accusers, trying to vindicate himself. His rival is 
the main witness, and the duet between the two has in it 
all the elements of fire and passion, of love and hate, of 
innocence and malice. The hero makes a final passionate 
effort at vindication. All eyes follow him with almost 
breathless interest. ‘Ine whole vast audience is kept 
spellbound wiih excitement. All at once there 18 a loud 
snap somewhere among the players. The E string on the 
violin of the first violinist has broken and in an appar- 
ent flurry he knocks down his music stand. It falls over 
against the stand of the next man which is upset in turn. 
Two important parts in the orchestral accompanyment are 
missing, and the accompanyment sounds defective. The 
little incident is making the other players nervous. ‘The 
director raps sharply for order. There is evident hesita- 
tion in the parts played by the few other players who are 
engaged at this moment, which sensibly affects the hero’s 
singing. Soon a faint whiste is heard in the audience. 
The people are getting nervous and uneasy and there fol- 
iows considerable hissing. In desperation Fritz reaches 
for one of the violins which is not being played at that 

a moment, and he plays the leading violinpart with vigor 
and decision. The other players now follow in time once 
more and the singers proceed with more firmness and 
confidence. Through his energetic and prompt action 
Fritz has saved the scene from utter annihiiation, but the 
fateful incident has marred the beauty of the whole. It 
has dampened the enthusiasin of the andience perceptibly. 
The feeling of security and confidence has suffered. 

The third and last act now opens with a lively move- 
ment. The knotty plot unravels, which gives occasion 
for the expression in music of various feelings and emo- 
tions. The disagreable incident of the second act is al- 
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most forgotten when the supreme moment arrives where 
the parted lovers are once more united. Here Fritz has 
been at his best. His portrayal of joyous, ecstatic feeling 
is really sublime and matchless. The important duet 
between the two lovers begins. The accompanyment 18 
rather meagre and subdued in order to bring the voices in- 
to bolder relief. All at once there comes a confusion in 
the whole. The first violin is one measure behind the o- 
thers and ig so prominent that it confuses the other play- 
ers who are at that moment in action. Again the whole 
scene threatens to go to pieces. Fritz vaguely suspects 
foul play now. Ife remembers that he has on one occas- 
ion reprimanded the violinist severely, and the man had 
behaved baerish and sullen ever since. He caused these 
disturbances in the most critical moments in revenge 
for a fancied insult. 

There is a chorus of hi ses now. People seem to be 
hissing in different parts of the house. Some cry “Down 
curtains.” Others cry as loudly “Down with the hiss- 
ing.” 

The heroine has just finished her part. She now ad- 
vances one or two steps to the front and motions to a po- 
liceman who quickly steps up to the first violinist and ar- 
rests him. Ile hurries him away, and another man slipe 
almost unobserved in the vacant chair. Ile has a violin 
ready and in a moment he has found the right place. He 
begins to play very calmlv and cooly and confidence is 
once more restored. Most people in the audience hardly 
know what is wrong. But in spite of all the efforts 
which the orchestra and the singers make, the enthusiasm 
has cooled. The magic spell is broken and many give a 
sigh of relief when the curtain drops. There is an air of 
disappointment which amounts to chagrin or sadness a- 
mong both players and singers. The whole had promised 
so well, and now it ended so badly. 

Fritz seems crushed. Ile still stands before his music- 
stand and stares vacantly at the score before him. He 
turns away with a groan. A tear glistens ın each of his 
dark eyes and he mutters: Failure!“ 

As he turns to go one of the singers steps up to him 
and whispers: Frau von Staden asks the pleasure of your 
company on her way home. 

Fritz thanks the man and proceeds to the lady's dress- 
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ingroom. He knocks at the door. It opens and Frau 
von Staden steps out. She has hastily changed her dress 
and is ready to leave. Fritz tries to speak but she closes 
his lips with her hand and lays her arm in his. She hur- 
ries him through the passage to the rear entrance where 
her carriage is waiting. The door closes on them and 
they are driven away to her house. In about tive or six 
minutes they enter the luxurious sitting room of the sing- 
er. She throws off her cloak and falls gracefully on the 
sofa. She motions to him to sit down beside her. When 
he does so she takes his hand gently and says: “I would 
not allow you to go home and make yourself miserable 
over this affair. I heard of the plot in time to save us all 
from the worst, but not soon enough to prevent what has 
happened. ‘This statement signed by two witnesses was 
handed to me after the second act was over. It reads as 
follows: ‘Mr. Brand, the first violinest has declared in 
our hearing that he will wreck the performance to-night. 
We did not think that he would, but after what has hap- 
pened in the second act there is no doubt that he means 
more mischief in the coming act. We believe that he 
acts in concert with the managers of the leading operas 
who have spent several hundred dollars for tickets which 
they have distributed among loafers and drunkards with 
the direction to hiss at the slightest hitch in the per- 
formance.’ 

After reading this note I sent for a policeman and di- 
rected him to arrest Brand if he should try to cause an- 
other disturbance. I showed him the note. Then I sent 
for Bauman, the first violinist at the Lyceum, whom I had 
seen in the audience. 1 told him of the plot and begged 
him to stand ready to take Brand’s place. This is the 
whole story in a nut shell.“ 

Fritz pressed her hand warmly and said: ‘You seem to 

be my good angel. This is not the first time that you 
have placed me under obligations. Let me thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.“ 
„Please don’t. Are we not friends, and surely, friend- 
ship is nothing if it does not express itself in deeds of 
loving helpfulness. But what a master you are! The 
opera is your italics. You belong tothe world. What 
a pity that you should play the piper for muffs and hy- 
pocrites.”’ 
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„Alma.“ She had struck a tender spot in him, and 
he uttered her name as if he was in pain. 

‘Confess now, you do not feel happy in your associa- 
tion with the church. In the first place your tempera- 
ment is not suited to the work you are doing in the 
church, and in the second place I have noticed that we 
are growing. Devoted Catholics are not in the habit of 
reading Swedenborg, Jakob Boehme, Theosophical litera- 
ture, etc. Your soul has been touched by the divine spi- 
rit and it vearns for freedom. You are reaching out for 
light and you are not feeling happy. here is a sharp 
conflict between your former veliefs and the new truths 
to which you are awakening. Why not end it and severe 
all connection with your mater ecclesia?”’ 

«Alma, you astonish me. You read me like a book. 
I will not deny the truth of your statements, but would 
you advise me to turn my whole and undivided attention 
to the opera after to-night’s failure?” 

«Who talks of failure? This will only be a stepping 
stone to a most complete success the next time. This 
will advertize you,’’ she continued after a minute's pause. 
«I have taken care of that.” She smiled archly. ‘I 
saw the whole situation at once. I knew that the mana- 
gers of the other operas would bring their iufluence to 
bear on our city editors, and try to have them publish 
unfavorable criticisms. So I sent for my three million- 
aire friends and hurried them off on a visit to our editors. 
To morrow morning you will tind such headlines over 
long articles like these: Deep plot laid to bring a work 
of genius into discredit.”? ‘Local theatrical managers 
hire miscreants to hiss Mr. Stein’s new opera into obli- 
vion and disgrace. Scheme fails.” «The marked suc- 
ces of the Arion performances and the abie leadership of 
Mr. Stein cause insane jealousy,’ etc. ete. all of which 
will make people curious and draw their attention to you 
and your work. They will all want to see and hear it, 
aud we shall take good care that nothing unfortunate hap- 
pens the next time.“ 

«You are a wonderful woman, and I really believe that 
you could st2er a dunce into greatness. ”’ 

«You are very flattering to the dunce but not to me’’ 
said the singer laughingly. Then she continued: ‘You 
are too modest for this country. But modesty will starve 
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to death even in the old country. Remember Weber, 
Mozart, Lortzing, and others. I believe in letting people 
know what we are and use every means to do it. If we 
render the world a service, let the world pay. No mon- 
ey, no fiddling, that’s me. Fiddling, no money, that’s 
you.“ 

Fritz laughed in spite of his bad humor. Ile said: «I 
admit the truth of your position, but I dislike to appear 
mercenary. 1 do my work because I love it and not for 
the sake of filthy lucre.’’ 

«You are inconsistent like all men,” she replied. “In 
the first place, you need the sinews of war which you are 
pleased to call filthy lucre. In the second place you do 
not love the associations in which your position as orga- 
nist throws you. Then why remain in an uncomfortable 
position? Perhaps, after all, it is for the sake of the fil- 
thy mammon that you stay there. Rrrrrats!“ She was 
furtively watching the effect of her thrust. 

Fritz pretended to be very indignant. He said with 
a great show of irritation: „Alma, you reason like a 
woman.“ 

„And you reason like a man.“ 

«You are bound to have me out of the church.” 

And you are bound to stay there, so stay until you 
grow tired. But I shall be your friend just the same and 
I shall prove it by compelling you to eat supper with me. 
No remonstrance, please.” She rane the bell and gave 
orders to the servant who answered her call to prepare a 
light supper on a small table which she moved in front 
of the sofa. Then she sat down again. 


(To be continued.) 


We are in recept of a copy of Washington’s Vision, a 
pamphlet of special interest at present, when nearly every 
one speaks and thinks of the war to tne exclusion of al- 
most all other subjects. The pamphlet also contains an 
article on ‘European Railroad Traftic’? by J. George 
Hfeid, a chemist doing business in St. Louis. <A copy of 
this pamphlet will be mailed free by mentioning this pa- 
per and addressing J. George leid. Accurate Service 
Laboratory, 4506 Blair Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 
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Book Reviews. 


Flora Parris Howard of Los Augeles Calif. sends us 
a neat little volume entitled Idols Dethroned.’ Price 
50cts. It aims to be helpful and is very practical. The 
subjects discussed are various and the chapters are con- 
cise, strong and to the point. 

She pleads for individual reformation and gives practi- 
cal hints for self-help. Taken as a whole it is a very 
helpful little book, particularly for beginners in the New 
Thought. 


From Fanny M. Harley Publ. Co. Chicago, Ill.  ‘Be- 
tween the Lines” by Hannah More Kohaus. The list of 
Contents will give our readers a suggestion of the many 
good things contained in this book. They are: The Na- 
ture of the First cause. Man’s Nature and his relation to 
God. Personality. Thought and Imagination. The 
Nature of Evil. Practical Application. The Word. 
The Two Gates. The Holy Spirit. The Christ, Frag- 
ments. Daily Aspirations for Living Soul. The Bible. 


From the same firm: 

“Heilbroun. Drops from the fountain of health” by 
Fanny M. Harley, The Author is too well known to en- 
large on her good qualities as a metaphysical writer. The 
contents of this book are a reprint of a series of articles 
which appeared in “Universal Truth’ during the first 
vears in which the author edited this tine magazine. 
They were entitled ‘Healing Paragraphs.” She says in 
the Preface: ‘That they are filled with vitality is testi- 
fied to by the author, because of the great help she de- 
rived from writing them and practising them in her own 
daily mental training. They have been to her living 
words of Life, Health, Strength, Plenty and Peace, which 
they will likewise be to whomsoever will read and under- 
stand them in the heart, and practise them in the experi- 
ences of every day living,” to which we can heartily say 
Amen. 


English readers may forward all orders for the New 
Man Publications to our agent Mr. George Osbond, Scien- 
tor House, Norman Avenue, Stoke, Devonport, Eng. 


The Half Was Never Told 


Is the name of a lively book now in press, and will be ready for 
sale in June. This book is full of astonishing facts, which should 
be known by every individual; and which wre perfect thunder- 
bolts, opening a new world of thought to many. The Bible. the 
first topic, shows how the sacred volume has been misunderstood. 
God's ‘Laws,’ their uses and abuses. ‘Religion,’ its source and 
mission, the ‘CituRcnH,’ temple, tabernacle from the cradle to the 
grave. ‘RESURECTION,’ the day when the lost shall have return- 
ed. ‘Liberty’ its freedoia fron sin, sickness and death. ‘God and 
man,’ being one. The ‘Curistian,’ What he is. The Beast 
spoken of in Rev, and his mission here on earth. In addition to 
the foregoing subjects the topics Fire, ‘Hell,’ ‘Church,’ *Evolu- 
tion,’ Soul,’ and ‘Gluttony,’ are treated in an able manner, show- 
ing the reader the way to health, wealth. happiness, and ever- 
lasting life. Price 30c. Sold by W. H. Williams. Care New 
Man Publ. Co. Beloit, Kansas. 


Paul Tyner, Mathilde H. Tyner, 
Metaphysicians. 
Lessons and treatment by correspondence in English or 
German. 
34 Masonic TEMPLE, DENvER, CoLo. 


A Rift in the Clouds. W ‘IDA CLARKson. 
Natures Souventr. Illustrated with a mumber of 


Dainty Sketches by the Author. 

A large number of correspondents have written for back 
numbers of New Thought containing articles by Lida Clark- 
son as being especially suited to their need. Many of 
these are now out of print and as the demand is so great it 
is thought best to put them out in book form under the above 
title. It is now ready fordelivery. 50 cts. at this office. 


Fanny M. Harley's “Simplified Lessons in the Science of Be- 
ing’’, begun in October issue of UNIVERSAL TRUTH, will be 
found most helpful by all new students. This magazine is $1.00 
per yeur, but a sample copy for inspection can be obtained for ten 
cents. Address 

Universal Truth, 87-89 Washington St. Chicago, III. 


THE GOLDEN LADDER. 1t hashelped them to 


This is a Book that many have climb up out of the old 
pronounced a revelation. conditions of sin, sick- 


By M J Clarkson. ness and poverty; tode- 
velop individuality and thus to be self-reliant and masterful. One 
reader says of it: NO words can express the help derived from 
‘The Golden Ladder.’ ”’ The Golden Ladder is in three dif- 
ferent bindings. Pricein rich wine color andgold, cloth 81: dark 
green, gold and silver, paper, 5Uc. at this office. 
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THE SECRE OF SUCCESSFUL HEALING AND HABIT OF 
INNER QUIET. By M J Clarkson. 
This little booklet is the first of a series I am now preparing for 
the press. These books will be the outcome of my own experi- 
ence, which has been one of wonderful victory over sickness and 
suffering. They will help you to get well and make others well. 
With me old things have passed away and all is become new.“ 
You may learn the secret and know the fullness and beauty of 
such life if you will. Sent postpaid upon receipt of price, 25c. 


THE LIVING CHRIST: 


An Keposition of the Immortality of Man in Soul and 
Body. By Paul Tyner. 
12mo, cloth, gilt top; pp. 348, price, $1.00. 

THIS WORK is designed to show that the perpetuation of LIFE in 
ever increasing strength, fullness, and beauty of manifestation is 
entirely Within the powers of man. 

The Temple Publ. Co. 
33 AND 34 MASONIC TEMPLE. DENVER, COLO. 


THE FREE MAN. 


The new monthly magazine published in the interests of the new 
philosophy of thought and the science of life is now out. It is e 
dited and published by Chas. W. Close; Ph. D., S. S. D.. 
Subscription in the U: S., and Canada 31,00 per year. Single co 
pies 10 cts: Business Success Turova MENTAL ATTRACTION 
by C. W. Close. Price 10 cts. Thislittle pamphlet gives the prin 
ciples involved in the application of mental law to the control of 
financial conditions, giving rules to secure business success by 
Mental Attraction. 

Special Offer. The Free Mau two months and a copy of Business 
Success for 20 cts. silver. Address C W. Close, 124 Birch St., 


Bangor, Me. 


The Misletoe and Its Philosophy. 
A BOOK YOU OUGHT TO READ. 

Showing its history, the origin of its mystical and religious 
rites, why this weird plant was chosen in preference to others, its 
legendary connection withthe great world-reformer, RAMA, along 
with a description of several rare plants and herbs that possess 
mystical properties. By P. DAVIDSON, Loudsville Ga. 

Price, with illustrated froutispiece, 25c., Postpaid, 


FAIT AND WORKS, By Geo. B. CHARLES. 

Next to Love, Faith is the most important ofall graces. With- 
out Faith ye can do nothing. Many people. after voluminous 
reading, do not know what Faith is. Get this booklet and yo 
will know. Price 15 cents. Address The New Man. 

Sou, HELP for INvALips, by Mary E. ROBBINS. 

This book should be in the hands of all physical, mental and 
spiritual invalids as they will find the thoughts given forth a HELP 
indeed PRICE 25c. Address The New Man, Beloit, Kans. 


Capt. H. H. Brown 


Minister of Soul Culture & Psychometrist, 
will arrange as desired on reasonable terms, anywhere for 
oue or more courses of Lessons, or of Lesson Lectures, 
upon his system of theory and practice in the development 
of the soul faculties, of Intuition, Inspiration, Self-TIleal- 
ing, Telepath,y Clairvoyance & Psychometry. He has 
three courses in this line besides separate courses upon 
Psychometry and IIypnotism. Easy terms made for pub- 
lic lectures. Address him for terms. 

Parties desiring information, or advice, upon any sub- 
ject through psychometry, can send, in their own hand- 
writing, a letter as they would to a physician, lawyer or 
friend, but omitting details, and if it contains ¥1, in 
currency and 4 cts. in stamps, they will have a quick 
reply. Address; 118 East 8 st Topeka, Ku. 


Sef-Creation. 


by D. H. Snoke, 
is a pamphlet in which the author outlines the methods by which 
every one who dwells and lives on the old plane, can create him- 
selve a New Man, one who is able to conquer all obstacles in the 
way which leads to Freedom, Happiness and Plenty. 
Price 10 cents, at this oftice. 


“A Fortune Made by Clairvoyance.” 

“A Mysterious Power.“ Nothing Secret or Hidden by our 
Developed Spiritual Sight! 

CH CLAIRVOYANCE is a Mind Power;’’ It can be acquired 
the same as Music. 

Gold, Silver, Coal, Water and Treasures, hidden or buried in 
the past, located; the doings of friends and enemies seen: their 
very thoughts at a distance Revealed to You! 

t The rich employ Clairvoyants at THEIR own PRICE. 

I teach it at my School of Occult Powers.” 

ti Send two dimes (no Postals) for Full Particulars, and copy 
of “the CLAIRVOYANT JOURNAL, ILLS.” 

Addr. Dr. Ph. Nagel (T. N. M.) Springfield, Mo, 


Devoted to the system- 

The Exodus atic exposition of the 
Science of Being, with 

By Ursula N. Gestfeld. directions for its prac- 


tical demonstration, and 
composed of editorial matter only. Monthly, 51.00 per year 


Single copies, 10c. THE GESTEFELD PUBLISHING CO., 
P. O. Box 106, Madison Square Branch, New York. 
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Occult Stories 

By Carl Michelsen. Price, 20 cents. 

These stories are really Occult Teachings in story form. They 
betray a rare insight into occult laws and principles. No one can 
lay them aside after reading, without having a clearer under- 
standing of himself, or herself. and the forces acting on Man from 
within and from without. They will prove a Light on the 
Path” for all who read and study them. 


THE ABIDING TRUTH, with its Silent Evangel, is 

devoted to a better understanding of our immortal powers. 

50 C. a year. Sample FREE. C. Flizabeth Russel, Editor 
6 Park St. Peabody, Mass. 


Nat’l College of Electro- Therapeutics, 
LIMA, OHIO. 


A thorough, practical course of instructions upon the subject 
of Electro-physics, Electro-physiology and Electro-therapeutics. 
Also a complete COURSE BY MAIL for those who can not come for 
the personal course. Also a course on Nursing, Baths, Massage etc. 

TEN INstrucrors. DIPLOMAS GRANTED TO THOSE QUALI- 


FIED. DEGREE CONFERRED. CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
H.C. BENNETT, M. D., M. E., Secretary & Treasurer, 
Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 Coilins Block. 


K A Monthly Magazine. Official Organ of The 
OSIM OS, Civics Book Club. 

Devoted To: SocioLoGy, PsycuoLtocy, and the Epvuca- 
IONTAL VALUES Of CIrIZENSHIT. Adolph Roeder, Editor. 
J. C. Parkinson, Publisher. 

1.00 per Year. Single Copies, 10 cents, 
ADDRESS: KOSMOS, VINELAND, N. J. 


W ANTE Men and women to join the Altruist 
4 95 Community and live and work together in 
a permanent home for their mutual enjoyment, assistance and 


support. Send for Tuk ALTRUINT, its Monthy paper, 25c a year; 
sample copy free. 2819 Olive st., St. Louis, Mo. 


Faith and Hope Messenger. 


A monthy magazine devoted to Philosophy and Philanthropy, 
edited by W. J. Colville. Published at 242 Huntington av.. Bos- 
ton. Mass., by Faith and Hope Association, Mrs. M. C. Kirby’ 
President. Subscription, 50 cents per year. Advertising at libe- 
ral rates. Send 5 cents for two sample copies, and for subscrip- 
tion to Wolfcat, 497 Franklin av., Brooklyn. N. Y. 
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METAPHYSICAL AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS. 


The Esoteric. This Magazine isdevoted to methods, scientifically 
religious, for bringing body, mind. and soul into harmony with 
God and nature. Those seeking Holiness of heart and life should 
read it. Also those who are studying magic will find init the 
secrets of the Power of the Christ, of his knowledge, and of his 
understanding. Subscription, SI. 0 per year. Sample copy 
10 cents. Esoteric Publ. Co. Applegate California. 


“Universal Truth,” a magazine filled with rich soul food and 
instructions how to keep happy and well. Try itand see. Send 
15 cents for three copies. I. M. Harley Publishing company, 8%- 
89 Washington street, Chicago. Illinois. 


“The New Thought,“ a monthly journal showing what glori- 
ous possibilities for happiness are yours and how to grasp them. 
50 cents a year. M. J. Clarkson, publisher, 1010 Laurel St. San 
Diego, Calif. 

“The Life, a new weekly journal of Christian Metaphysics 
and healing. $1,00 a year. Samples free. A. P. Barton, editor 
and publisher, 2623 Holmes str., Kansas City, Mo. 


“Harmony,” a monthly magazine devoted to Truth. $1.00 per 
year. Send for sample copies. M. E. & C. L. Cramer, editors, 
3360, 17th str., San Francisco, Calif. 


“Uuity,” Kansas City, Mo. $1.00. 


The Christian Metaphysician,“ a bi-monthly. 75 cts. a year. 
It is an independent Healing magazine whose motto is Christ 
and common sense.“ "Health is teachable.” G. B. Charles. 
publisher. Room 1408, Masonic Temple, Chicago, III. 


“Das Wort,” a German magazine devoted to Divine Healing 
and Practical Christianity. %1.00 per year. Send for sample. 


H. H. Schroeder, editor and pubilsher, 2405 N. 12th Str. St. 
Louis, Mo. 


THE MORNING STAR. A Monthly Journal of Hermetic 
Science, giving the meaningsof the doctrines of Primitive Chris- 
tianity, those of Christ Jesus and the Immortal Isis—in creative 
Wisdom of the Occident, the mysteries of Free Masonary and Phil- 
osophy of the Rosicrucians, Alchemy, &c. Sample copies free; 50c 
per annum. 


PETER DAVIDSON, Loudesvill, White County, Ga. 


THE TRUMPET. A new Monthly Metaphysical Journal in the 
interest of the Science of Christ—The Truth. Josephine Goodwin, 
Editor and publ., Sedalia Mo. 50c a year. 


THE FLAMING SWORD 
The only Unique Journal in the World! Only paper devoted 10 
Universology. The greatest Scientific Discoveries and Achieve- 
ments of Modern Times! Astronomical Science the basis of 
Koreshan Theology, Astro-Biology and Social Theocracy. 16- 
page Weekly. $1 per year. Sample free. Guiding Star Publ. 
House, 6308 Wentworth Ave. Chicago, III. 
The “Frie Ord,” is a splendid New Thought paper published 
in the Norwegian language, Price 65 cts. forthe U. S. A. Ad- 
dress, A. Sabro, Editor Frie Ord,” Kristiania, Norway. 
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The Mastery of Fate, Vol. II. 


This is vol. II. of The New Man in book form. Price 50 cents. 


This volume is fully as important as the first. While 
the first gives the fundamental principles of Mental and 
Spiritual Science and their application to the well-being 
of the physical man, this gives some of the riper thoughts 
of the auther on the higher Spiritual development, and 
particular attention is given the subject of Sex. 


Vol. II. contains among a host of other articles. which we can- 
not enumerate here for want of space, the following: A series of 
nine articles on Sex Power. its Control and Use” (1. Sex in Evo- 
lution. 2. Sex the Life Principle. 3. Thought the Controlling 
Power of Sexual Desire. J. The Sex act. its Use and Abuse. 5. 
A Private letter toa patient. 6. Nude Contact. 7 The Control 
of the Sexual Passion necessary for the highest Spiritual Devel- 
opment. How done. 8. Pre-Natal Child Culture.) 

10. Man’s Seeming and Being. 11. The Cure of Poverty— 
Practical Hints. 12. How to read The Universal Mind—Me- 
thods of. 13. The best Method of psychic Development. 14. An 
Address. which contains very valuable suggestions for the at- 
tainment of Health and success. 15. Man. Whence and Wither. 
—-Man’'s Origin and glorious Destiny explained. 16. Concentra- 
tion - An important article on an important Subject. 17. The 
Necessity of Practice. 18. The Prince of this World—What he 
is, how recognized, and how overcome, 19. A „Plea for Mental 
Science. This should be entitled “A rational Explanation of 
Mental Science.” 


A fewof the many expressions of appreciation of grateful read- 
ers. 


Not until the last vear or so have I found the power to master 
and control my sexpassion—thanks to your books. H. A. D. 


{am growing younger since I follow your teachings. Mrs. 
L. S. 


It has helped me to gain control of my naturally strong sexual 
passion, so I do not waste my life-fluids any longer; it has also 
helped me to overcome and give up the bad habit of drinking 
Strong coffee and excessive tobacco smoking—habits to which I 
have been a slave for nearly 45 years. E. L. 


Accept my congratulations for producing so fine a work—it is 
just what I’ve been so long seeking. Dan‘). M. Fitz-Gibbon. 


It is the grandest work I ever read, and I believe it will be a 
great blessing to poor, foolish, fallen humanity. Lam sure it is 
a great help to me. ©. Matthews. 


Address The New Man Publ. Co. 
Beloit, Kansas. U. S. A. 
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The Mastery of Fate, Vol. 1. 


This book has had an immense sale during the past year. The 
revelations which it contains have helped thousands out of sin 
and sickness. It has pointed the way for many out of the gall- 
ing thralldom of an overmastering sexpassion, and so paved the 
way for a higher spiritual development, peace and a material 
prosperity to which before they were strangers. All who are 
struggling out of adverse conditions of all kinds cannot afford to 
miss reading this book. Inorder that even the poorest may be 
able to buy it, we have placed it at the low price of 80 cts. It 
will prove a mine of wisdom to all students of the higher thought, 


and a sure guide to those seeking to live the higher life. 


Table of Contents. 


The first ten chapters are arranged in the form of lessons, which 
comprise a complete course in the Science of Life. 1. God, or 


Life. 2. Man. 3. Good and Evil. 4. What is Disease? 5. The 
. 7. Faith. 8. 


Power of Thought in the cure of Disease. 6. Desire 

In the Silence. 9. Practical Demonstration. 10. Methods of 
Treatment. 11. Suggestion und the Sub-Conscious Mind. 12. 
The Care of the Skin. 13. An Internal Bath. 14. Bathing. 15. 


Sex Power, its Control and Use. 16. Judge not. 


A Few ofthe Many Expressions of Appreciation. 


Mastery of Fate has given me the key and now I have entire 
control of my sexual system.—W. H. 

It has given mea much better idea of Healing and Concentra- 
tion than any of the lessons I have ever studied.—B. D, 


The fifth lesson The Cure of Disease.“ J regard as one of the 
ost helpful articles I have ever read. Mrs. D. W. G. 

I feel that I am gaining and that a continual study of your 
lessons is the cause. -D. H. S. 

You have drawn me closer to the Fatherhood of God and the 
heart of the Universal Brotherhood of Men, yes closer to the 
realization of my inner and true Self.-G. K 

I have read and re-read your book and weighed every line care- 
fully and thoughtfully. Am now 57 years old, but have never 
come across a work that is more calculated to raise a man up to 
the point of Oneness with his God, as it can. In its pages one 
may learn the truth which makes free.-G W., D. 


I thank you again for writing that wonderful book of yours. 
Words I have notin my vocabulary to express my feelings on 
reading the revelations contained therein.-Ada S 


A prominent healer in England sends us the following clipp- 
ing taken from the letter of a patient: Jam deeply indebted to 
you for sending me the Mastery of Fate.” It has energised me 
more than anything I have yet read. It is a most convincing 
presentation of Truth and as such has completely taken me cap- 
tive.... This book has filled me with a new determination and 
there is nothing that can make me turn back from the way I now 


stand in.” 


